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Why we do what we do…





















I stood and stared; the sky was lit,
The sky was stars all over it,

I stood, I knew not why,
Without a wish, without a will,

I stood upon that silent hill
And stared into the sky until

My eyes were blind with stars and still
I stared into the sky.

Ralph Hodgson, Song of Honour, 1913



WANTED
DEAD OR ALIVE

Comet ISON
Contact your local astronomer if 
you have information leading to 
the capture of this cosmic villain











He	burned	his	house	down	for	the	fire	
insurance

And	spent	the	proceeds	on	a	telescope

To	satisfy	a	lifelong	curiosity

About	our	place	among	the	infinities

…

The	strongest	thing	that’s	given	us	to	see	with’s

A	telescope.	Someone	in	every	town

Seems	to	me	owes	it	to	the	town	to	keep	one.

In	Littleton	it	may	as	well	be	me.

Robert	Frost
The	Star-Splitter









May	1974
Pages	338-339

The Michael Collins Observatory in 
Jacksonville Beach, Florida, viewed 

from the north. Through the door 
can be seen the shelves along the 

south wall, where a shortwave radio 
is kept. The two telescopes, used 
together for astrophotography, are 
mounted high for better access to 

stars low in the sky.

AN OBSERVATORY MADE FROM A 
PREFABRICATED TOOLHOUSE

MANY AN AMATEUR would likean observatory of his own, but has not tried to
build one because of expected high costs or design complexity. Yet the roll-off-roof
project pictured opposite was quite inexpensive and very simple to put up.

The secret was in finding a slightly used prefabricated toolhouse for only $50.
Measuring 8 by 8 feet, this building is large enough for a short-focus 12-inch
reflector, although at the time the project took shape my only instrument was a 4 ¼-
inch reflecting telescope. …
The observatory is named in honor of Michael Collins, command module pilot on 
Apollo 11, for he helped make possible the first manned landing on the moon.

MIKE REYNOLDS
1836 Birchwood Rd.

Jacksonville Beach, Fla. 32250









T-minus

But who’s counting?

30 16 9
Days Hours Minutes



Memphis	Memorandum
November	1971
Pages	266-269

Six ALPO members at a meeting of the 
comets section included three from 
Florida, at left: Karl Simmons, Richard 
Sweetsir, and Mike Reynolds. At right are 
Saturn recorder Julius Benton, Savannah, 
Georgia, Charles Morris, and John Bortle.

Jean P. Prideaux from Richmond, 
Virginia, demonstrated his camera 

setup for Mars photography with his 
12 ½-inch trailer-mounted reflector. 
Kneeling at left is Astro-Gator Mike 

Reynolds, who told of work with a 
cooled-emulsion camera. At right is 

J. M. Henry, North Little Rock.



Riverside	Telescope	
Makers’	Conference

2006
ß Shelley	Bonus

Dave	Rodriguesà



Winter	Star	Party	2007



Antique	Telescope	Society
2006

Ft.	Davis,	Texas	



Royal	Astronomical	Society	of	Canada
Association	of	Lunar	and	Planetary	Observers

Astronomy	Round-Up	2007



AAS-NASA	Eclipse	Workshop	V
2017

South	Carolina	State	Museum



Since 'tis certain that Earth and Jupiter have 
their Water and Clouds, there is no reason why 

the other Planets should be without them.
…

This Water of ours, in Jupiter or Saturn, would 
be frozen up instantly by reason of the vast 

distance of the Sun.

Christian Huygens
1629-1695



Keith	Spring
Galaxy	Smartphone	– 10-inch	Dob





Hubble Space Telescope



Dan Troiani
ALPO

Christopher Go
ALPO



























Astronomy magazine National Aeronautics & Space Administration
Sam Brown, All About Telescopes David Nicholls

Celestron Dr. Don Parker
Chabot Space & Science Center Questar

Criterion Manufacturing Co. Pete and Ruth Reynolds
Edmund Scientific Sky & Telescope

Fred Espenak, Mr. Eclipse Spitz
Robert Frost, Star-Splitter Keith Spring

Gilbert Astronomical Telescopes Richard Sweetsir
Christopher Go Dan Troiani

Ralph Hodgson, Song of Honour Unitron
Christian Huygens, Saturn Vincent Van Gogh, Starry Night

A. Jaegers Brian Ventrudo
Jacksonville Children’s Museum (MOSH) Vic Winter

Acknowledgements
My love and my best friend, Debbie…



Keep 
Looking 

UP!


